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party, cannot be granted to more than one person for
working the same locality during the specified time.
Ownership of mines and placers is conferred by decree
of the Sultan. The concession is generally granted for
ninety-nine years. It may be granted for a shorter
period, but never for less than forty years. The conces-
sion may be granted either to Ottomans or to foreigners
belonging to one of the nationalities which have adhered
to the law of Sefer. Certain formalities and qualifica-
tions are necessary in order to obtain a concession. The
concessionaire receives a real right transferable by sale
or inheritance, distinct from the ownership of the soil.
This consists in the privilege of exploiting the minerals
during the period of the concession. Subsequent trans-
fers of this right follow, in general, the regulations for a
succession of real property.
The concessionaire must pay these charges and fees:—
the charges for the firman of concession; a fixed duty
which goes to the owner of the soil, or to the Evkaf or
the Treasury, and a proportional duty, varying with the
revenues of the mine and generally calculated on the
average selling price of the ore. This duty is divided,
according to the nature of the property (vakuf, mult,
miri), between the owner of the soil, the Evkaf, the
Treasury and the administration of mines.
"Whatever may be the category to which the land be-
longs, the right of opening and exploiting the quarries
which are found there belong in principle to the owner
or possessor of the land; but this right must be exercised
in conformity with the special provisions of the regula-
tions. The owner of the land may take from it stones or
materials necessary for Ms personal usage without being
held therefor to the observance of any formality or the
payment of any fee or charge whatever. But if he de-
sires to exploit the quarry, he must then request the
authorization of the Imperial Government, through the

